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VoL. X. 


PRoFESSIONAL DANGERS. 


Mr. Cunningham draws attention to some dangers 
which may arise in the working of the Public Health 
(Scotland) Act. 

It is possible a person wishing to protect himself 
from prosecution for selling bad meat may obtain a 
veterinary certificate for a good carcase and “ ring 
the changes,”” by attaching it to another carcase in 


different condition. Mr. Cunningham defends the 


veterinary surgeon whose certificate was produced in 
the Edinburgh case. We are pleased to give pub- 
licity to the defence, but we think he is ill-advised in 
his remarks upon the medical officer. It was not the 
duty of the M.O.H. to shield anyone because he was 
absent from the court. It was his duty to give such 
evidence as was necessary to ensure the destruction of 
the evil carcase. 

It would be well in future for all practitioners who 
give certificates under the Act to try and identify 
the carcase on their certificates. It is apparently 
necessary also to try and be present at any public 
trial where the certificate may be questioned. With- 
out great care the Scotch Act may prove a dangerous 
snare for veterinarians. 


Tue Jamaica Carrie Disease. 
It will be remembered that in 1895-6 some ill- 


defined disease prevailed amongst the cattle in 


Jamaica. After unsuccessful investigations by the 
local authorities the Government of Jamaica obtained 
the assistance of Professor Williams of Edinburgh. 
The Professor’s enquiry on the spot convinced him 
that the disease was spread by ticks which infested 
the cattle, and he made suggestions accordingly. We 
now learn from The North British Agriculturist that a 
letter has been received from an official of the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society stating that ‘“ since the 
adoption of the remedies suggested, the disease has 
ceased to give any trouble to the agriculturists in the 
island. This is very satisfactory. 


Causinc CruELry. 


_ Among our extracts will be found a report of a very 
Interesting decision by a magistrate on the question 
of liability incurred by veterinary surgeons who ex- 
Press an opinion that a horse is fit for work. The 
Hagistrate seemed to believe that the decision would 
R De against. He does not know the 

‘S.P.C.A. We venture to say the Society are much 


‘oo astute to have the question settled. They will do. 


as they did in the Halifax Dockin h 
g Case—play the 
game of bluff and leave the law as it is, so that they 


may take advantage of an kly bench or unpro- 
tected mathe y weakly bench or unp 


THE SUPPRESSION OF GLANDERS. 
By Ws. Ross, F.R.C.V.S. 


During my experience of the profession I know of 
no article which has done more to revolutionise the 
opinions held regarding a disease than Professor 
Nocard’s article on glanders. Whatever one may 
think of the deductions he makes, it must be allowed 
that he has treated the subject in a manner which is 
summed up in the word “thorough.” I was de- 
lighted to find that he gives additional proof as to 
the reliability of mallein as a diagnostic agent, and 
would strongly advise all who are yet doubtful of its 
power to read M. Nocard’s paper closely. I may be 
wrong, but what appeals to me strongly in that 
article is the fact that he deals with the subject not 
only as a clinician, but also as a pathologist. By 
the blending of experience gained in the stable and 
laboratory we are more likely to get at the truth 
than by deductions formed by one in a single capa- 
city. Prior to this article there existed in the 
minds of some an idea that mallein might be cura- 
tive, owing to some animals failing to react to a 
second injection, but no one had the proofs to offer, 
such as have been given by M. Nocard, of the re- 
covery of animals. Having proved mallein reliable, 
he further shows that animals which have reacted 
may not continue todo so, and that on being killed 
these latter failed to produce the disease by inocula- 
tion of their nodules, or to give diagnostic cultiva- 
tions. All this is very interesting and instructive, but 
the gist of the article comes home to the every day 
practitioner when he states that out of 2037 animals 
that had reacted, 687 became clinically affected and 
338 have ceased to react; this I make out to be an 
experience lasting over two years. How can veter- 
inary surgeons and Local Authorities stand out 
against compensation after facts like these, when it 
is shown (not surmised) that an animal may work 
for years after reacting, and even recover. But the 
matter does not end there. I hold that the facts 
stated by Professor Nocard should aid us in making 
up our minds as to what the value of an animal is 
that has reacted to mallein and not been clinically 
affected. Prior to this we have been without exact 
data to guide us. All we knew ona reaction was that 
the animal was probably affected ; we had no definite 
idea of the facts just revealed. Of course some may 
state that mallein gives you no idea of the changes that 
exist internally, and that an animal that has no clinical 
symptoms may develope them in a few days. There 
is something in this, but I think it is fairer, when 
thrashing out this matter, to pass from the special 
to the general, and take a broader view. Others say 
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that some animals which have reacted, and to our 
eyes have no clinical symptoms, may have a slight 
discharge which does not come away to suit our con- 
venience, and so we cannot pronounce their doom. 
These, they argue, would probably not affect their 
own neighbours under the isolation system, but 
might be a source of contamination to the general 
public. 

For myself I have little experience of the life his- 
tory of a horse after reacting to mallein. I knew one, 
however, which went on for about one year after re- 
acting, but the last few months he had failed so much 
as to be quite unfit for full work. Turning to the 
value of a clinically affected animal, [ have been 
struck by the fact that the horse-owners of Glasgow 
do not place a high valueon them. So little do they 
place on them that it has come to my knowledge of 
an animal being given away on showing signs of 
disease. I have further heard of an animal being 
brought to a knacker’s yard and left there during 
the absence of everyone. They seem to recognise the 
fact that a clinically affected horse is probably more 
dangerous to their own stud than to other 
animals. 

In your issue of the 15th inst., you have drawn an 
outline of a scheme upon which new glanders regula- 
tions might be based, and invite criticism. I do not 
know that I can add much to what you suggest, but 
if you will allow me I will treat it in detail as you 
have done. 

Notijication.—My experience is that an owner’s 
morals often keep step with those of his veterinary 
surgeon. I do not for one moment suggest that the 
V.S. should be made keeper of the horse-owner’s 
conscience, but it must be common knowledge that 
a little pressure from us often keeps our clients on 
the straight path. While making notification com- 
pulsory, I would be inclined to give at least £2 for 
notification of the first case, and such proportionate 
sum for every animal found clinically affected. In 
cases found out without being reported, it is right to 
give no compensation, especially so when there is any 
suspicion that there was an attempt to break the law. 
I would not make this apply to those cases wherein 
the law is broken in ignorance. 

Inspectors. —Veterinary inspectors to have powers 
as suggested by you, viz., inspection of stables and 
knackers’ yards. If an owner reports a case as sus- 
picious. and it should not prove to be affected, there 
will have been no harm done by reporting it. 

Knackers’ Yards.—Proprietors of these to report all 
cases, dead or alive, which they believe are suspicious 
of having suffered or of suffering from glanders. 
Many cases will be found out, I believe, by this 
means, as horses may come in that have died from 
some other cause, and which on being opened are 
found to have glanders also. As an inducement the 
payment of 2/6 per head, as is done on a medical 
man reporting a contagious disease, would, I believe, 
aid in bringing this about. Further, that in animals, 
say with a few nodules in the lungs, total destruction 
of flesh and hide shall not be necessary. 

Slaughter.—I do not anticipate any opposition in 
dealing with clinically affected horses. 

Compensation.—You say that you would give up 


to a maximum of £12 for every animal destroyed. [| 
take it you mear clinically affected ones, and confess 
I do not place much value on them, as they are most 
dangerons cases to have in one’s possession, 
for a pound or two more we might have earlier notif.- 
cation--a great benefit to the general public. 

Disinfection._-In. my experience owners readily 
carry this out for their own benefit. Still, I cannot 
see that it would be inconsistent if the authorities 
did it, when we remember that in human contagious 
diseases the room is fumigated and the bedding r. 
moved and washed at public expence. 

Disposal of Carcases.—I do not believe that it is 
necessary to cut up hides and destroy the flesh in 
those cases detected by mallein, especially when we 
have no farcy lesions. 

In-Contact Horses.—As soon as an inspector has 
satisfied himself that be has found a case of glanders 
he should at once make arrangements with the 
owner for the inspection of the whole stud. Having 
made an examination he may fail to find any clini- 
cally affected, he should then take the recognition 
marks and the number of horses in the stud. He 
should pay weekly or fortuightly visits, seeing if any 
cases have developed, and further that no animals have 
been sold or removed during the interval. These 


restrictions to remain on until he is satisfied. On the © 


other hand if an owner is of opinion that an inspector 
is too zealous in his duties, he should have the right 
of appeal to the Board of Agriculture, who might 
send a neutral veterinary surgeon. This method 
might be used when dealing with owners who refuse 
to use mallein, and could be carried out by the law! 
believe as it stands at present. 

Reaction to Mallein.—It is only with the consent of 
the owner that inspectors can use mallein, under the 
existing conditions. In the future it might be ad- 
visable to make its use compulsory, taking steps much 
as I gave under “ in-contact horses.’’ Isolating those 
that react as far as possible, mallein to be tried at 
intervals of one to two months until these animals 
fail to react, or become clinically affected. If au 
owner agrees or desires that they be destroyed, | 
would, in consideration of the work that might be 
got out of them, advise compensation to the extent of 
two-thirds, with no restriction as to price. The idea 
that an animal must have been one mouth in the 
district to entitle his owner to compensation 1s goo, 
and should prevent traffic in animals of this class 
You stated that these changes suggested by you could 
be affected by a new order. Did you mean that the 
use of mallein could be made compulsory, or were y" 
still leaving its use at the owner's option ? 

Regarding isolation, Professor McF'adyean talks of 
relegating all horses that react to special stables. Hov 
this is to be done I cannot see. In some stables It's 
only possible to have them stabled in groups. 
many stables in Glasgow there are from twenty a 
thirty horses on one flat, and no possible means ? 
isolation as suggested. I cannot see what more 
be done in cases of this class than dividing t ‘ 
stable off into infected and non-infected areas, kee 
ing pails, feeding bags, brushes, etc., separate | tp 
looks unwieldy, and it might be best for all parties 


compensate in some instances. Certainly the isolatio2 
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can never take such form in general practice as we 
find M. Nocard carried out in the Montoire outbreak, 
where 78 animals were sent to regiments after being 

icketed for 6 months. In outbreaks he mentions his 
method is that not until they resist two injections 
does he declare them healthy and place them at the 
free disposal of their owners. During this period of 
close inspection, I take it that the owner is allowed 
the useof these animals, but must put them off for 
testing as demanded. 

In conclusion I would be glad to be informed, if 
these recoveries were due to mallein solely—on the 
strength of its curative power, to better hygienic con- 
ditions, or to vis medicatrix nature. 


MEAT INSPECTION—* THE ALLEGED 
SCANDAL IN EDINBURGH. 
By C. Cunnincuam, M.R.C.V.S., Slateford, Midlothian 


In common fairness it should be stated that the 
young professional gentleman, who passed the carcase 
in the case reported in The Record of 15th inst, is well 
known as a very able, clever, and rising member of 
the profession, conducting one of the largest and best 
practices in the county; the name he bears has long 
been associated with all that is good and bright and 
honourable in veterinary practice. Granted for one 
moment that a man of this stamp and standing com- 
mitted an error in judgment, it may well be asked 
what is to be expected of others? Are veterinary 
surgeons as a class, at the present time, competent as 
meat inspectors ? Will the powers granted to them 
by this Public Health (Scotland) Bill be towards the 
public benefit? The post of veterinary inspector 
under this Act may not be an enviable one. ‘There 
ls certainly “‘ danger here—real danger’’ as pointed 


_ out by the leading article, but only one of several, 


and for reference we may designate it ‘‘ Danger No. 1. 
It is pleasing to know that the young veterinary 
surgeon in the case referred to still holds firmly to 
his own opinion. Very candidly he admits that 
meat inspection is not with him an every-day occur- 
ence, and that he may have erred unwittingly, but he 
does not think nor believe such to be the case. He 
made a very careful leisurely examination of the 
carcase in all its parts, as also of the stomach and 
bowels, heart, lungs, liver, etc., about 40 hours after 
the “dressing” of the animal. The flesh and fat 
was firm and good ; there was no extra quantity of 
blood in the veins, nor any vascular congestion any- 
where ; the internal organs shewed no appreciable 
trace of disease. The case he believed to be as repre- 
sented, one of “‘ choking.” He granted the certificate 
In good faith, the carcase being to his view sound 
as “fit for the food of man.” Against this is to 
‘ Placed ‘‘the evidence given by the market inspec- 
. and Sir Henry Littlejohn’s statement that 
the flesh was sodden and generally damp and de- 
romposing, and that no veterinary surgeon ought 
to have passed this carcase.”” 
“ _ contradictory statements are so utterly irre- 
ncilable as almost to suggest the idea that the car- 
‘Case In question was not one and the same, that there 


might possibly have been two carcases in evidence. 
Far be it from me to say that such was the case ; but 
the idea suggested lifts the veil and discloses what 
may in future prove a very real and positive danger 
to veterinary surgeons while acting as inspectors of 
meat under this Act. An unscrupulous owner, or a 
fourth or fifth-rate butcher, obtains a certificate of the 
soundness of a certain carcase, and straightway dis- 
poses of it satisfactorily, while the said certificate is 
quickly made to accompany another and more 
questionable piece of ox or cow-beef on its way to the 
inspecting booth or clearing room. This, I think, 
may be fairly styled ‘‘ Danger No. 2,” against which 
members of the profession should, as far as _practic- 
able, guard. 

The animal in question is said to have been a 
bullock, being fattened in court, in good condition, 
one nearly finished. From choking or some such 
cause it had been noticed to swell rapidly from gas in 
stomach, and go down. It was bled at once by owner, 
is said to have bled very freely. A butcher was got 
to the farmsteading as quickly as possible, the 
carcase dressed and hung up, and submitted to veteri- 
nary inspection about, as stated, 40 hours afterwards. 
This is apparently a typical case, one very likely to 
crop up frequently under the working of this Public 
Health Act. What has occurred in this Midlothian 
veterinary surgeon’s practice now may very soon be 
repeated in the experience of many practitioners 
throughout Scotland The case, too, is one ‘in 
which—to use the words of the Editor of The Record 
—the fitness or unfitness is a fine question, open to 
doubt,”’ a case in which some veterinary surgeons 
would say ‘‘ pass” and as many would as readily say 
*‘condemn.”’ Discrepancy of professional opinion is 
“Danger No. 3,”’ which has made itself painfully 
evident in this Edinburgh case, four of the market 
and slaughter house inspectors being duly qualified 
veterinary surgeons. 

‘* One song in the country and another tune in the 
city’ is “* Danger No. 4,”’ which cannot be too par- 
ticularly emphasised. A touch of human nature will 
at times shew itself. With every good feeling and 
kindly regard and friendship between the parties, it 
is rather a nice thing, with a touch of humour in it, 
if a city inspector (especially if he be a layman) is 
able now and again to go against and overturn the 
certificate of his professional friend in the country— 
just to to shew him, “ really for his good,” to what a 
high and scientific pitch city meat inspection has 
attained, especially in the metropolitan abattoir. 
Not that for a moment I would say one word against 
the gentlemen who so ably and well conduct the in- 
spection of Markets and of meat in the adjacent city. 
To one and all of them I am personally indebted for 
many kindnesses, and very frequently for much valu- 
able information and advice ; still, I do know that at 
times they do come down rather heavily on their 
country brethren, and vice versa. Possibly, therefore, 
I may be pardoned if I jot down one or two plain 
practical rules which as a practitioner in the country 
I have found very useful. (I) And generally never 
send a carcase which will not stand the most strict 
scrutiny and public exposure. Just ask yourself the 


question: Is this carcase sufficiently good to be ex- 
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posed at a city public auction sale, and to stand the 
scrutinising of the inspectors, the auctioneers, and of 
salesmen and butchers of every degree ? If the answer 
be in the negative, no veterinary certificate should be 
granted. (2) And in detail: (a) Though convinced 
in your own mind that the flesh of the animal is ‘fit 
for the food of man,” yet if there be any local 
blemish internally, any roughness or long standing 


adhesions on pleura or peritoneum, any encysted | j 


foreign body or chronic enlargement of an organ, 
be very guarded in the wording of the certifi- 
cate, and safeguard yourself. (b). Tubercle is often 
a stumbling block. After passing a carcase on 
which to ordinary observation there is scarcely a 
trace visible, it makes one look rather small to see 
the slaughterhouse inspector take a big butcher’s 
knife and with a sweep into the mass of fat at the 
root of the lung demonstrate the presence of disease 
in the pulmonary glands, and follow it up also in the 
mediastinal and mesenteric. Never forget the glands 
in examining for tuberculosis, and in big brood swine 
don’t overlook those in the laryng-pharyngeal region ; 
the bones, especially the vertebrie, should also carefully 
be looked at wherever visible. (c) Very thin and lean 
subjects, specially if also very young, or very old, 
are classed by the slaughterhouse inspectors as ‘“ thin 
and unmarketable’’ or in more euphonious language 
‘“‘dirt.”” Never give a certificate for ‘dirt ;” it may 
rebound as mud and bespatter one’s personal and 
professional reputation. (d) Subjects slaughtered in 
the incipient stages of acute disease can only be 
judged on their individual merits. In the big 
majority of instances ‘their fitness or unfitness is 
again a fine question, open to doubt ’”’ and challenge, 
and the veterinary surgeon who unreservedly and un- 
guardedly grants in all good faith a clesring certifi- 
cate may find himself in absence, stigmatised by 
some city medical officer of health as “a man who 
has stretched a point to please his client,”’ and “ crea- 
ted quite a scandal.” (e) Don’t hurry ; take time if 
the case is doubtful, let the carcase hang exposed for 
another 12, 24, or 48 hours or longer, and then de- 
cide after very careful consideration of the subject in 
all its bearings. 

The worst feature by far in this ‘alleged scandal 
case’ is the strictures passed by Sir HenryLittlejohn 
on the veterinary surgeon from the country who 
passed the carcase. This respected member of the 
Ss has had hard lines dealt out to him. The 

ullock’s carcase was dressed on the Saturday (New- 
year’s Day), passed by him on Monday 9 o'clock, 
examined and condemned and seized by the City In- 
spectors same day. Proceediags were at once taken 
against the butcher, he was made to appear at Court 
on Friday, 7th inst. and not until the Saturday 
afternoon, by the sickening report in the ‘‘ Scotsman ”’ 
newspaper, was this veterinary surgeon made aware 
that his certificate had been traversed and his 
good name and reputation tarnished by the stric- 
tures passed upon him in his absence by the City 
Officer of Health, and the magistrate on the Bench. 

Sir Henry Littlejohn is a medical gentleman, prid- 
ing himself doubtless on his observance of professional 
etiquette, and in this scandal case we have a sample. 
Is it professional etiquette for a medical man—even 


though he be a Knight or a Baronet—to stand up in 
open court and stigmatise and black ball a member of 
another profession (only slightly inferior to his own) 
who was not present, whose statement and defence 
he had’ not heard, and apparently did not care to 
hear? Is this the professional etiquette prevailing in 
the medical profession? Dare Sir Henry Littlejohn 
treat one of his own class so? ‘ Does the law, too, 
judge a man before it hears him ? ’’—apparently so in 
the Edinburgh Burgh Court occasionally. 

That veterinary surgeon’s good name and reputa- 
tion is as dear to him and of as much value as that 
of any medical practitioner. He belongs to a family 
as upright and honourable as that of Sir Henry 
Littlejohn. His father, to whom on completing his 
fifty years in practice many friends and admirers 
from all parts of the country recently united in 
doing honour, naturally feels the remarks made by 
Sir Henry Littlejohn very{keenly,—his son’s honesty 
and uprightness being beyond question. 

There is however a broader and higher view of the 
case. Setting aside all personal interests and parties, 
here we have a respected member of the veterinary 
profession—an M.R.C.V.S.—deliberately insulted in 
absence in open court, motives imputed to him as if 
he were the veriest scoundrel and unworthy the name 
he bears. Has the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons nothing to say on a matter such 


as this? Will it protect its members, or must it need - 


be called upon to do so ? 

At the very commencement of the Public Health 
(Scotland) Act it is most unfortunate that this case 
should have occurred, ‘‘ but out of evil good may yet 
come.” It may tend to clear up misunderstandings, 
to show possible dangers, put every one on the qui 
vive, and tend to improve professional education on 
that very important and difficult subject—meat 
inspection. 


DISEASES OF THE MOUTH OF THE CAT 
WITH REMARKS ON THOSE OF THE DOG. 


The cat is sometimes affected with congenital mal- 
formations of the mouth. The commonest of these is 
where the lower jaw becomes arrested in its develop: 
ment so that it is shorter than the upper jaw which 
overlaps the inferior one and gives rise to whats 
commonly termed parrot mouth (prognathism). One 
case I will mention to illustrate the above : 

On March 4th, 1893, I had brought for my 1 
spection and advice a male kitten, aged three months. 
There was partial paralysis of the body, the animal 
did not seem to have the power of properly balancing 
itself, and the tongue was also partially paralysed 
causing it to loll out of the mouth. The upper ]§¥ 
was longer (but of normal length) than the lower 
which had become arrested in its development. 
There was also an incomplete closure of the mouth 
when an attempt was made to close the jaws. 

This fault of development seems to be very common 
in Dandie dinmonts, Aberdeen terriers, Scottish terre! 
etc., and it is termed by dog fanciers pig-mouth, oe 
pigsnout. The converse is seen in bull-dogs, pus 
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toy ‘spaniels, Welsh terriers, etc., and seems to be a 
fixed characteristic of these breeds. 

Another fault of development is cleft palate. No- 
thing is observed to lead one to suspect that anything is 
amiss with the animal until the milk or water which 
it sips or laps returns through the nostrils. On in- 
spection of the mouth the hard palate or roof of the 
mouth will be observed to have a slit in the centre of 
itso 4hat the mouth communicates with the nasal 
passages, and the animal in attempting to swallow 
a liquid forees some of it through the opening and 
down the nostrils. 

Treatment.—The patient should be ehloroformed 
so that all its means of resistance are paralysed, the 
mouth should be opened and kept so by means of a 
speculum or gag. The edges of either side of the 
slit should be pared and the raw surfaces brought 
together by means of a few silk sutures. No after 
treatment is necessary but the removal of the stitches 
when the wound has healed. However, no hard 
food should be given until reparation is complete. 

Cleft palate in the dog, especially pugs, is frequently 
associated with hare-lip. 

Disease of the jaw bones, both lower and upper, is 
sometimes observed. It is generally due to diseased 
teeth or neglected injuries, or to malignant disease 
(cancer, sarcoma). The animal has a difficulty in 
eating, saliva flows from the mouth, food is sparingly 
partaken of, and emaciation is progressive. On in- 
spection the mouth gives off an offensive odour, the 
affected part of the jaw is swollen, bluish, a dirty 
dirty coloured pus issues from it and it bleeds on the 
slightest touch. If not observed early, the first thing 
to attract attention is a swelling appearing on the 
outside of the jaw which after a time bursts and con- 
tinues to give rise to a persistent discharge of sanious 
pus. 

Treatment.—lU due to malignant disease the animal 
When due 
to loosened or altered teeth or to foreign bodies, these 
should be removed and the damaged parts cleansed 
with some antiseptic such as: 

Permanganate of potassium 4 grs. 


Distilled water 1 oz. 
or 
Boracic acid 
Glycerine 
or 


Tincture of myrrh (undiluted) applied daily. 

Should any of the bone itself be dead, which will 
be known by the offensive odour persisting after a few 
days treatment, the part must be removed or scraped 
with a sharp scoop, and either of the above dressings 
applied daily until healing has taken place. Some- 
times fistule are seen, and these must be injected 
with tincture of iodine or a solution of chloride of 
zinc, but none of these fluids must be allowed to be 
swallowed by the animal, which should be operated 
“pon under chloroform. 

The food should consist of bread and milk, lean 
<aW beef, and a little fish, but if no appetite is present 

tand’s essence or whisked egg and brandy, should 
be spooned down it. 

Fracture of the jaw may occur. It is generally the 

Wer one affected, and its place or situation is at the 


anterior part between the two branches where it 
becomes divided (symphysis). It is due to blows, falls 
kicks, stones thrown, etc. Blood may be seen issuing 
from the mouth, there is a peculiar movement of the 
jaw, difficulty of feeding, etc. 

Treatment.—The animal should be chloroformed 
and the mouth cleansed. A piece of silver wire is 
then wound round the two lower canines and 
firmly fixed as low as the mucous membrane or gums 
will allow. No loose teeth should be removed un- 
less absolutely necessary. When the parts have be- 
come firmly adherent removal of the wire is called 
for. 

If the treatment has been neglected for some time 
and union has not been accomplished one half of the 
lower jaw may project outwards and cause the upper 
canine tooth of the same side to penetrate the pro- 
jecting organ. In this case the overlapping portion 
of the jaw should be excised after the mucous mem- 
brane has first been dissected back from the bone 
which is to be removed either by a strong pair of 
bone forceps or a small saw. When all the bleeding 
has ceased the mucous membrane should be brought 
together by means of silk sutures, and then the 
wound requires a bi-daily dressing with either of the 
formules recommended above. The same observa- 
tions as to feeding the preceding cases will be useful 
here. 

True Disease of the Teeth or Caries is very rare in this 
animal, yet it is observed in old cats when the root 
or stump of the tooth may cause alveolitis and abscess. 
The only treatment required is removal of the tooth 
and if any complications arise they must be treated 
as for disease of the jaw bones. 

Caries of the teeth of the dog is sometimes but 
rarely seen, and then only in about 1 to a 1000 cases 
of tartar and pyorrhcea alveolaris. In one case which 
I observed caries accompanied with fracture of the 
root and periodontitis of the two posterior molars of 
the upper jaw on the left side caused a lupoid ulcera- 
tion of the corresponding eyelid and its surroundings, 
which persisted for two years and at last yielded to 
the removal of these teeth. However, the success 
was only temporary for it recurred a few months 
after. The ulceration was shallow, covered with 
thick crusts or scabs under which pus freely formed. 
It affected the whole of the orbicular region. As- 
tringents, anodynes, caustics, etc., all failed in their 
turn. The animal, a foxterrier bitch, aged 11 years, 
was healthy in other respects. 

Tartar or Caleareous Incrustation of the Teeth is not 
rare in old cats. It is not a true dental disease but 
merely a deposit of salts contained in the animal's 
food. When this deposit is removed the teeth appear 
perfectly sound. It (the tartar) is of a yellowish, 
brownish, and sometimes greenish colour, and is very 
hard. It generally affects the molars which it loosens 
after a time and causes their expulsion. I have seen 
this tartar encrust the molars to such an extent that 
they have appeared as large as a pea to a marble, and 
act as a wedge or gag to the mouth so ‘that the 
poor animal could not shut it until the obstruction 
was removed. The gums may be spongy and bleed on 
the slightest touch and at times the mouth becomes 
offensive, and if the animal becomes a prey to a 
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common cold, ulceration of those parts of the lips 
which come in contact with the tartarous teeth super- 
venes. 

Treatment.—All the teeth that are loose should be 
removed and the others that are firmly implanted in 
their respective alveoli should be “ scaled” with 
instruments specially made for this purpose. They 
should then be brushed'with a solution of carbolic 
acid. If the gums are spongy the following appli- 
cation brushed on once daily will have a very good 
effect :— 

Tr. of myrrh 2 drachms 
Tr. of catechu 2 —_ 
Water to 4 ounces. 

(For treatment of the ulcerated cheeks see article ‘‘ Gan- 
grenous Stomatitis,” which will appear later on). 

Alveolitis (pyorrboea alveolaris, infective gingivitis, 
Rigg’s disease) or inflammation of the tooth socket is 
occasionally seen in the cat. It is due to some in- 
fective material working its way down between the 
alveolus and tooth which it finally evulses if not 
speedily checked. It may be associated with tartar 
and like it it frequently gives ‘rise to inflammation 
and ulceration of the buccal membrane. On_ in- 
spection of the mouth, the gums and teeth seem to 
be covered with a dirty greenish slime which is very 
fetid, the teeth appear loosened and seem separated 
from the alveoli by this same dirty greenish greasy 
material; the gums darkened in colour and 
spongy, bleed on the slightest touch or on move- 
ment of the teeth, and cause great pain and resistance 
on part of the animal who gives off altogether a re- 
pulsive odour from its mouth. 

Treatment.—It consists of cleansing of the mouth 
with : 

Permanganate of potassium 4 grains. 

Distilled water 1 ounce. 
This is to be applied with a soft badger’s hair tooth 
brush. When this is done carefully painting the 
alveolar processes with tincture of iodine or zinc 
chloride solution every day will be found useful. 
Lean raw meat should be given as well as fish, 
a pilule composed of ferri phosphas gr.j. is to 
be administered morning and night. 

This is common in the dog and gives rise as in the 
cat to ulceration of those portions of the lips that 
come ih contact with the teeth. This ulceration in 
its aggravated condition seems to correspond to the 
noma or gangrenous stomatitis of infants. 

be continued.) 
FE.ine. 


LAPAROTOMY IN A HORSE. 
By W. M. Scorr, M.R.C.V.S., Bridgwater. 


The operation of ‘‘ laparotomy ”’ in equine practice 
is of by no means common occurence. Not that 
such an operation is demanded with comparative fre- 
quency, but owing to its being classified among the 
major operations, and the fatal issues attending its 
completion, it has not gained much favour at the 
hands of the majority of veterinary surgeons. 

Subject.—Chestnut horse, 16 hands high, with a 
previous history of once having had an acute attack 
of colic in the early part of the year 1896, 


Clinical History.x—On the afternoon of Friday, 
November 12th, I found my patient in a roomy loose 
box, bathed in profuse perspiration. Temperature 
101-9 F.; respiration 88, pulse 75 per minute; 
mucous membranes injected, pupils dilated. The 
animal showed the usual symptoms of abdominal 
pain which was more or less intermittent. During 
the intermissions the sweating passed off and the 
animal became more composed. A most prominent 
symptom was continual nibbling of the skin in the 
left flank during the pains. Enemas were fairly well 
retained. 

At 10.30 p.m. a summons brought me again when 
I found my patient in increased pain. 

At 8 a.m. the following morning I was informed 
of a restless night having been passed, no action of 
the bowels, but the bladder had been emptied once 
during the night. 

At 3 p.m. pain more acute, getting up and down, 
profuse sweating, no action of the bowels, but had 
strained as if to bring away feces. Rectal examina- 
tion proved nothing, enemas rejected. 

At 11 p.m. found patient in less pain, more under 
the influence of hypnotics than hitherto. No action 
of the bowels. 

On Sunday morning, the 14th, a favourable night 
was reported. The patient, more composed, had 
urinated, and on auscultation intestinal murmurs 
could be heard for the first time. 

At 3 p.m. I was sent for, pain increased, bowels 
passive, respiration hurried, pulse oppressed, temp. 
102-1 F.; intermittent attacks of straining. No 
feeces passed. After consultation with the owner 
anent surgical interference, that gentleman agreed 
to take all risks. Being extremely busy at the time 
I was unable to attend again until 7 p.m., so that the 
operation unfortunately took place in artificial light. 
The animal having been thrown on his left side the 
hair was closely clipped over the seat of operation, 
carbolic powder being scattered ad lib. over the floor of 
the box. My friend, Dr. G. L. Kerr-Pringle, M.D., 
of this town, acted as anesthetist, the patient going 
under its influence very badly indeed. The skin of 
the flank was washed and thoroughly aseptised in 
sol. of liq. carb. detergens. A slightly vertical in- 
cision backwards and upwards was made in the flank 
to the extent of about 8 inches, and about 4 inches 
away from the floating end of the last rib. The 
external oblique muscle was cut, the internal muscle 
being partly cut and partly separated. Slight hemor- 
rhage was encountered at this stage through the 
cutting of an artery which had to be caught up and 
ligatured. A layer of adipose tissue, about 1 inch 
thick, was broken down under which the peritoneull 
could be seen. All hemorrhage having ceased the 
wound was again dressed and hand and arm aseptised. 
A blunt pointed seton needle was the instrument Us 
to open the peritoneum, a sharp short decided tp 
being all that is required. An aperture once made 
the index and second fingers were inserted into the 
abdominal cavity, triangular fashion, for the ay 
of keeping the viscera from being injured by 
knife. The operation wound complete the hand = 
passed in. What appeared to be a balloon of ol 
(small) met my hand, and thinking it might | 
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a strangulated area I traced that part of the intestine 
both backwards and forwards, but with no result, 
seemingly neither displacement nor strangulation to 
account for it. Working, however, to the region of 
the left flank (a place where the reader will remember 
the animal indicated a seat of pain with his teeth and 
nose) I felt an altered state of things. Two distinct 
convolutions of bowels were firmly adherent to the 
parietal peritoneum, and in such a way as to give the 
intestzes a banded condition, thereby diminishing 
their calibre. 

Thinking this to be the primary cause of the mis- 
chief, by digital manipulations the visceral and parie- 
tal surfaces were disconnected. The peritoneum was 
sutured with catgut. The muscular elements brought 
together with strong carbolized twine (in want of 
more absorbing and better suture). The cutaneous 
elements were also drawn together by the same. The 
wound was well dressed with iodoform, the loose-box 
sprinkled with carbolic, and the animal in three-quar- 
ters of an hour was got to his feet. 

The operation lasted one hour and 35 minutes. The 
temp., two hours after, registered 100°8 F. 

Monday 15th, at 9 a.m. Patient passed a good 
night, free from pain, bad not laid down ; tempera- 
ture 101° F., pulse 52 and strong, respiration nor- 
mal. Drank some bran gruel with a little salt in it. 
At 3.15 p.m. an action of the bowels had taken place, 
the first since day of illness. The feces in consis- 
tence were like unto a dry bran mash and fairly 
copious. At 5 p.m. patient ate a small bran mash 
and drank some oatmeal gruel with infusion of 
gentian C. and sodii bicarb in it. At 11 p.m. another 
slight evacuation of feces took place, but the 
countenance seemed anxious. The temperature had 
gone up 103°1° F. At 2 a.m. he got rather restless, 
although he did not lie down, stamped his hind legs, 
and occasionally switched his tail. The temperature 
had gone up 104-1 and seemed rising A fatal issue 


. expected. At 7.30 a.m. he lay down carefully, gave a 


few struggles and expired. 

Post-mortem revealed the operation wound healing 
up remarkably well, in faet it seemed surprising the 
strength of the union. The peritoneum seemed 
healthy at operation seat. The jejunum for about 
12 inches was congested, and so also was the mucous 
membrane of the cecum. The gut that was adher- 
ent was slightly corrugated on its surface, the peri- 
toneum was opaque and slight union had again taken 
place. The mucous membrane of that part of the 
bowel was very much congested. The stomach and 
bowels, comparatively speaking, were empty. 

Femarks.—That the parietal adhesions were the pri- 
mary cause of the illness no one can deny. That by 
reason of peristaltic interference a stoppage was the 
result. That the fact of a natural defecation having 


in all 14 ounces). That, given a good chloroformist, 
laparotomy is within the limits of an ordinary coun- 
try practitioner. 

Treatment for the whole period of about 88 hours 
consisted of collectively 15 grs. morphia, 9 grs. atro- 
pine, eserine 1 gr., ether 3iii., digitaline 1-5 gr., 
chloral hydras 3vi., belladonna ext. 5ii., camphor 3j., 
chloroform 5vi., O. lini Oiii., aconite Flem. 3ii. 

Stimulants after operation no record. Hot fomen- 
tations to abdomen amounting to a continuous appli- 
cation of about 21 hours, enemas 4 gals., mustard 
externally 4lbs., nutrients ad lib. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


(Continued from page 423.) 
/ 


THE PRopoOsED AFFILIATION OF VETERINARY 
MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


The CHarrMAN: It will be in your recollection that, 
by vour anthority, I attended a meeting of delegates of 
veterinary medical societies held at Leeds on October the 
29th last,—a meeting convened to consider the subject 
of the affiliation of the different veterinary medical 
societies to one central organisation. I presented my re- 
port to the Council, and | have a copy of it here. The 
matter has been discussed by the Council and, unless you 
desire it, I will not read the report. There are notices of 
motion on the agenda paper in the names of Mr. Barrett 
and Professor Macqueen “That the matter be further 
considered.” 

Mr. BarRETT said some mistake had been made. His 
notice of motion had reference to the Society being 
represented at the International Hygiene and Demo- 
graphy Congress—a subject already disposed of. 

Professor MACQUEEN said he, too, had not undertaken 
to deal that evening with the subject of the proposed 
affiliation of the societies. He had a recollection that 
this matter had been previously discussed, but beyond 
a sort of distant recollection he did not remember any- 
thing specially about the subject. He believed that the 
subject was to be referred to the general meeting of the 
Society, but he certainly had not undertaken to make 
any proposition. 

Professor McFapyEAN: What was the recommen- 
dation of the Council ? 

The CHarrMAN : I think the business of the Council 
consisted in receiving and adopting my report. So far 
as my memory serves me, it did not get the length of 
making any recommendation. 

The Hon. Sec. read from the minutes of Council 
meeting on the 2nd of December: “ Mr. Barrett moved 
and Professor Macqueen seconded, after Mr. Dollar had 
read his report of the delegates meeting at Leeds : 
‘That this Council recommend to the general meeting in 
January next that the matter be further discussed. 
Motion put by the president to the meeting and carried 


taken place after the operation, some good, it must be 
sranted, followed surgical interference. That there 


unanimously.” 
Mr Barrett pointed out that this did not bind Pro- 


a little to be seen on post-mortem to account for | fessor Macqueen or himself to introduce the subject at 
¢ straining during life. That there is no danger the January meeting of the Society. The Council, from 


of peritonitis following the opening of that cavity | 


this, as well as other cases, prove. That a parietal 
wont heals quickly under aseptics this case illus- 
rates. That the tolerance shown by equines to 


Mr. Dollar’s report, considered the Leeds conference 
most unsatisfactory. Nothing definite was done at that 
conference. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if the meeting did not desire 
to further discuss this matter, it only remained for him 


chloroform is sometimes very great (this subject took | 5 pass to the next business. 
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Professor McFapyEaAN: [ suppose it is permissible t® 
give effect to the recommendation that the subject be 
further considered. I beg to move “ That it be remitted 
sine die for further consideration.” 

Mr. Huntine : I don’t know why, when we have such 
a big meeting as this, we should remit a thing sine die that 
has been before us for months. 

The CHArRMAN : I would remind you that we have a 
proposition before us by Professor McFadyean. What 
1s your object in rising ? 

r. HUNTING : To move an amendment. 

Professor PENBERTHY : In order to have the pleasure 
of hearing Mr. Hunting I shall second the original 
motion. 

Mr. Huntine: This subject has, I think, been already 
sufficiently discussed amongst individual members of 
this Society and by the profession, and we are all of 
opinion that it would be a good thing if the whole of the 
societies were affiliated. The chief difficulty in the way 
of this is the financial one, but that may be left to the 
consideration of another meeting. In the meantime it 
would help the movement if we passed an abstract reso- 
lution in favour of the thing being brought about. One 
or two societies have, I think, expressed that opinion, 
and I think we should follow their example. I move as 
an amendment, therefore, “That the Central Veterinary 
Medical Society approve the proposed affiliation of all 
the local societies with the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion, and hope the financial difficulties may be overcome.” 

Professor McFapyEAN: May I be allowed to ask a 
question ? 

The CHatrMAN : Certainly. 

Professor McFapyEaAN: Are we to understand by 
affiliation simply the union of the societies now existing, 
or a sort of dissolution of the National Association, and 
the substitution of these affiliated societies for it. Is the 
dissolution of the National Association on its present 
basis intended ? 

Mr. Huntine : Certainly not!!! The only thing, I 
think, that would be necessarily altered in the constitu- 
tion of the National Association would be one of the 
rules relating tothe entry of members, An existing rule 
requires compliance with certain conditions ana the pay- 
ment of 10s. per annum to secure membership. There 
might in lieu of this be two methods of entry; one 
directly by paying 10s. and the other indirectly by pay- 
ing a smaller sum through an affiliated society. But 
this is a matter of detail. 

Professor McFapyEAN: Almost all the members of 
the National Association are also members of one or 
other of the local societies ; and this project does seem 
to me to involve the dissolution of the National Associa- 
tion, and the erection of a new organisation with a 
different constitution. I do not think any of us would 
continue to pay 10s. to the National when we could 
continue to be members of the Association by paying 
only half-a-crown or five shillings. The scheme appears 
to me to be financially impossible, and I do not agree 
with Mr. Hunting that everyone considers it desirable. 
I for one do not think it is desirable. 

Professor MAcQueEEN: I rise for the purpose of second- 
ing Mr. Hunting’s amendment. I happen tc know some- 
thing about this proposed affiliation ; and I do not share 
the opinion of Professor McFadyean that the scheme is 
impossible, either financially or otherwise. Nor do I 
agree with him in thinking that the financial basis of 
the proposed affiliation is not likely to be built upon. I 
have gone into the particulars, the figures regarding the 
membership of the various societies, and I must say that, 
at a very small sum per annum, it will, in my opinion, 
be "we le to carry on the National Association. As to 
aftiliation bringing about the dissolution of the National 
Association, I would say that the object sought is an in- 
carnation rather than dissolution. At the present 
time the National Association is only national nominally, 


but if the various local societies were affiliated with it 
the representatives of those societies meeting once a year, 
and oftener if need be, to discuss any important question 
—not political—then the National Association would be- 
come really a national combination or federation. | 
must say that, although I voluntarily second the amend- 
ment, I am not at all pleased with the Leeds meeting of 
delegates. That meeting, apparently from all accounts, 
was a fiasco. Although I had collected a great many 
facts concerning the various societies as to membership, 
subscription, entry fee and so on, facts set forth in 
ip soe which I entrusted to my friend, Mr. Hunting, yet 

regret to say that I see no result from this collection 
of data. The financial questiun is, I admit, a difficult 
one, but I must say from my knowledge of the number 
of effective members of the various existing societies, 
this difficulty is not one that cannot be surmounted. | 
would willingly give particulars but I am in the u- 
fortunate position of having parted with the information 
I collected for nearly two years, having placed it in the 
hands of Mr. Hunting. 

Mr. Huntine: A subpcena from one of the higher 
courts prevented my being at the Leeds Conference. 
Otherwise I should certainly have attended. 

Mr. Barrett: We shall, [ think, act very unwisely to- 
night if we deal with Mr. Hunting’s motion. I say this 
because at present we know nothing about this matter. 
No financial results have been placed before us. We do 
not know what we are asked to subscribe. We know 
nothing of the financial status of the National Associa- 
tion, Hence to pass Mr. Hunting’s amendment now 
would, I think, very injudicious. I cannot help 
thinking that the object of the National Association is to 
seek the aid of the various local societies so that it may 
be sustained financially. It is well known that the 
financial condition of that Society is not very satis- 
factory. 

Mr. Huntine : What society ? 

Mr. Barrett: The National. 

Mr. Huntine: You are entirely wrong ; absolutely 
wrong. 

Mr. BarRREtTT: If the National Association is not in 
need of money, why is it so anxious to have an affiliation 
with it of the various local societies. 

Mr. Huntine: It is in no need of money, it has 
plenty. 

Mr. Barrett : I suggest that the whole matter should 
be carefully considered by the Council at its next meet- 
ing. At pom we lack necessary information, and 
therefore I refuse to vote now for the amendment. 

The CHarrMAN : I feel in a somewhat delicate posi- 
tion on this occasion because I am not only your Presi- 
dent and in the chair, and am therefore bound to pre- 
serve absolute impartiality between the supporters and 
the opponents of this scheme, but because I also had the 
honour of serving. as your delegate at the Leeds confer- 
ence and thus obtained an insight of this question which, 
perhaps, places me in a better position to judge certain 
of its aspects than many gentlemen present. | feel 9° 
strongly, however, the necessity of at least endeavouring 
to assume a judicial attitude, that before I make any 
remark whatever I ask for an expression of the feeling of 
Mr. Hunting. I should not desire to make any remark 
were it not that I think the Society should be informed 
of certain facts before coming to a decision. I place my- 
self in the hands of Mr. Hunting and ask whether it wil 
be agreeable to him that I should state certain facts 
within my knowledge. If Mr. Hunting has the slightest 
objection to my adopting that course, if he thinks 
should in any way prejudice the cause he has at heart, 

I shall refrain from speaking. But, as I say, I am not 
only your president and in the chair, but I have also been 
your delegate at the Leeds gathering. 

Mr. Hunttne (tothe Chairman): I am always pleased 
to hear a statement of facts, and never more P 
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than when such statement is made by our own present 
president. 

The CHAIRMAN: Well, I should say I attended at 
Leeds as you desired me. Five societies were represented 
there : The Central, the Southern Counties, the York- 
shire, the Border Counties, and one other society. The 
following resolutions were come to: (1) That the local 
veterinary medical societies should preserve their present 
independence as to meetings, discussions, and subscrip- 
tions and agree to join and support the National Veter- 
inary Association on questions of general professional 
importance ; (2) that all effective members of the aftilia- 
ted societies should become, by virtue of affiliation, effec- 
tive members of the National Association without fur- 
ther individual subscriptions ; (3) that to meet the expen- 
ses each affiliated society should pay to the National 
Association a compound subscription equalling the sum 

r head fixed in accordance with the membership 
strength of the affiliated societies. J am afraid I am 
reading to you the bases of discussionand not the actual 
results reached. 

Colonel Kerrie: You will find them in The 
Veterinarian. 

The CHatRMAN: They were published in Zhe Veter- 
inary Record. \ find I must rely upon my memory to a 
great extent. I think from this I can tell you what was’ 
done. The first clause was amended in this way ; that 
the scope of the proposed new society do not extend to 
the internal politics of the profession. The second sug- 
gestion that all effective members of the affiliated socie- 
ties should become, by virtue of affiliation, members of 
the National Association, without further subscriptions, 
was carried. The third suggestion was amended before 
adoption at the instance of Mr. Shipley, who proposed 
that 2s. 6d. per head be paid by each secretary. A 
fourth motion adopted was that each affiliated society 
should be represented by two members on the Council 
of the National Association, in other words the Council 
or responsible committee of the National should consist 
of delegates from all affiliated societies. The present in- 
come of the National was approximately stated at £150, 
while the estimated income under the proposed scheme 
would, at 2s. 6d. per head if 700 members joined, be 
only £87. Under these circumstances the National would 
lose £63. 

Mr. Huntina : And gain 700 members. 

The CuarrMAN : Gain 700 members and lose £63. 

Mr. Huntine : Cheap ! 

The CHarrMAN: It was mainly with regard to this 
financial aspect of the question that I desired Mr. 
Hunting’s permission to make a statement. I would 
point out that to supply the National Assuciation’s loss 
would require a subscription of at least 5s. per head. 

Mr. Huntine : That is an opinion. 

The Cuarrman : No, I think it is a fact. 

Mr. Huntine : I think it is a matter of opinion. 

The Cuarrman: It is a fact that 700 members sub- 
scribing 2s. 6d. each would only yield £87, whereas the 
present income of the National Society is £150. Hence 
there would be a deficit of £63. 

Mr. Barrett: I am not desirous of opposing this 
scheme, but is it not a fact that the resolutions adopted 
at the conference were carried by gentlemen who were 
not really delegates of societies ; and that, therefore, the 
proceedings were irregular ? 

a CHarRMAN : It is a fact that with the exception 
of the last motion, the propositions were voted upon by 
og who were not delegates, and that the majority 
of the meeting consisted of persons who were not 

elegates, 

Mr. BarReErr : And who had no authority to vote ? 

¢ CHarrMAN: And who had no authority to vote. 


its own will, and that this scheme has never been con- 
sidered by the National ? 

The CHarrMAN : I believe that is so. 

Prof. McFapyean : Well, that being so, I think we 
should allow Mr. Hunting another opportunity of speak- 
ing, because we know, on the authority of Professor 
Macqueen, that he is in possession of a long string of 
undoubted facts to show that this scheme is not very 
difficult but comparatively easy. Mr. Hunting may have 
a statement of these facts in his pocket, if not he doubt- 
less has them in his mind. I do not think he will get a 
better opportunity than this of stating his case. Weare 
all in a frame of mind to be convinced of the feasibility 
of the scheme. Therefore, | move that you favour Mr. 
Hunting with a rehearsal of these facts. 

The CHAIRMAN said they would be pleased to hear 
Mr. Hunting. He did not ask him to make a statement 
but if he volunteered to do so his statement would, no 
doubt, prove interesting. 

Mr. Huntine : I bow to the ruling of the Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN : I| gave no ruling. 

Mr. Huntine : Only a suggestion. 

The CHarrRMAN : No, [ have not made any suggestion 
whatever. 

Mr. Barrett: We should enjoy Mr. Hunting’s 
speech more if Professor Macqueen would first unfold 
his scheme. Then we should ascertain whether they are 
in complete harmony, which is very doubtful. 

The CHarRMAN : [ have not ruled. 

Mr. Huntine: I would not stop the meeting from 
passing to more interesting work, and I am _perfectl 
sure we all understand the subject thoroughly. You will 
notice that my amendment does not bind you to any 
pecuniary arrangement. That is for further considera- 
tion. All we want is for this Society to express its 
opinion that affiliation is a good thing. I really under- 
stood we were all agreed in that. 

The CHarRMAN : I must now as your Chairman, and 
to prevent the Society drifting into what may prove a 
financially unsafe position, point out that any sound 
business man, before taking a certain line of action, in- 
variably first considers the cost of the financial position 
involved. This, instead of being the last thing to be 
aoa should, in my judgment, be the first.—(Hear, 

ear). 

Mr. Huntine: A gentleman says “ Hear, hear.” He 
is treasurer of four different societies and is biassed. I 
say a man in contemplating the formation of a new 
society does not consider the financial question first. He 
first considers whether it is desirable and practicable to 
form the new society, and then he considers the matter 
of finance. 

The CuarrMan: I do not wish personally to enter 
into any discussion. I refrain from doing so. There 
is a motion and an amendment before the meeting. 
Does any member desire to say anything further on the 

int. 

Professor MAcQUEEN pointed out that a letter from 
himself on the subject of the affiliation scheme had been 
referred to the Council of the Society, who had con- 
sidered the matter and appointed delegates to attend the 
Leeds meeting. 

The HunTinG said the matter had been repeatedly 
discussed. 

Professor MACQUEEN : Several gentlemen have asked 
me across the table to explain the scheme Now, it 
must be in the recollection of the reader of every veter- 
inary journal what the proposed affiliation is. The 
original circular concetning the project was issued more 
than two years ago. It arose from a suggestion made by 
Mr. Wartnaby at a dinner of the Central Veterinary 
Medical Society. The circular was issued in 1895 and it 
has been since discussed by every country veterinary 


of. McFapyean : Is it not a fact that the National 
lation cannot be reformed out of existence against | 


medical society in the Kingdom. I have a reply from 
every society, or rather I had a reply until I handed over 
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the documents to Mr. Hunting. I can assure you that, 
with one exception, every veterinary society deemed the 

roposal worthy of further consideration. They regarded 
itin a favourable light. In that sentence I include the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society. When I received 
the answers I did not care to push the matter too far 
because I then happened to be secretary to the National 
Association, and I desired not to complicate matters by 
acting in my official capacity. The proposal originated 
from myself as an individual member of the society, 
who thought with Mr. Wartnaby that some benefit, 
some professional good, would accrue from affiliation. 1 
am pleased to say that, with a solitary exception, the 
societies thought so too, and I am only sorry now that 
{ did not go on with the scheme. With respect to the 
meeting at Leeds I thought I had better not attend lest 
it might be considered I was desirous of thrusting my 
own views before the delegates. I have no axe to grind, 
[have no private end to serve. If the profession cares 
nothing about affiliation, then affiliation is nothing to me. 
I simply carried out the suggestion of Mr. Wartnaby, 
and I really think the proposal to affiliate is worth fur- 
ther consideration. If it had not been for that unfortu- 
nate hitch so well reported by our president, I think the 
Council would have been inclined to take a little more 
trouble in this matter. I believe I expressed myself in 
the Council as being disgusted with the meeting at Leeds 
and as not disinclined in the circumstances to drop the 
attiliation scheme. But as Mr. Hunting appears to be 
in earnest I should certainly say that this Society, while 
not committing itself definitely one way or the other, 
should hold out the right hand of fellowship to the pro- 
sn and consider it a little further. That can do no 

arm if it does no good. 

After further discussion Professor McFadyean ob- 
tained leave to alter his motion by deleting the words 
sine die and substituting therefor “ that the matter be re- 
ferred to the Council for them to consider it at their 
next meeting and report to the Society.” 

The amendment was ultimately adopted by 13 votes 
to 2. 


THe Proposed VicToRIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
Funp. 


The CHAIRMAN then read the resolutions arrived at 
by the Counci! on the subject of the promotion of the 
scheme of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
which resolutions were as follows: (1) That the fund he 
constituted and named “ The Victoria Veterinary Bene- 
volent Fund ; (2) that its object be the creation of a 
fund from which grants can be made to necessitous 
veterinary surgeons or members of their families ; (3) 
that the various veterinary medical societies be asked to 
given donations and annual subscriptions ; (4) that a 
general committee be constituted with power to add to 
its number, to appeal to the whole profession.” Those 
resolutions are now before you for consideration. 

Professor PENBERTHY moved the adoption of the re- 
port, remarking that he did not think its recommenda- 
tions needed any argument from him. The whole ques- 
tion had, he said, been discussed before and there had 
never been the slightest opposition made to it at a general 
meeting of the Society. 

Prof. McFapyEAN seconded the motion. 

— CHAIRMAN: Has any gentlemen any remark to 
make. 

As no one rose, the motion was then put and declared 
carried unanimously. 

It was then decided (on the motion of Mr. Hunting, 
seconded by Mr. Barrett) that the existing committee 
formed to initiate the scheme should be constituted a 
general committee with power to add to its number, 
and to appeal to the profession forthwith. 

Mr. ViLLAR asked to be allowed to withdraw his name 
as that of a member of the committee because he was 


already a member of the Manchester Benevolent Society 
which, as far as he could see, had always conducted its 
work satisfactorily. He could not help thinking that 
there was a spirit of opposition displayed towards that 
Society,.and he was desirous, if he might so put it, of 
sticking to the old colour. 

Colonel KErtLe said that from a report of the last 
meeting of the Manchester Society he noticed that that 
Society had an income of about £100 a year, out of 
which they had only made one grant of £10 in the course 
of last year. He also noticed that applications made by 
worthy people, worthy objects of the Society’s benevol- 
ence, were not acceded to. It was said the Society was 
not in a position to aid them. Under these circum- 
stances he thought they might fairly claim that the 
institution they desired to establish would not in any 
way come in conflict with the existing society at Man- 
chester. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Vittar: The bye-laws can be altered. 

Colonel Kerrie: [I am very glad Mr. Villar has raised 
that subject because when I[ was in the chair of this 
Society it was ascertained that the bye-laws had not 
been altered, and those bye-laws precluded the rendering 
of assistance to those who were not members of the 
Benevolent or, as I should call it, the Defence 
Society. 

Mr. Samson: I entirely agree with Mr. Villar’s views. 
T also have belonged to the Manchester Society for many 
years. I once had occasion to apply to it and it would 
readily have rendered aid if need were. I believe the 
existing society has done its work well, and that by‘an 
alteration of its bye-laws it will be able to extend the 
sphere of its benevolence. If we endeavour to form a 
new society we shall simply be adopting a suicidal policy. 
If members of the profession have failed to join the 
existing society in any large number, I am quite sure 
they will not join a new society. 

The CHAIRMAN: I must point out that these recom- 
mendations have been already adopted and I cannot 
allow any discusssion on the scheme. ‘The business 
before us is the appointment of a general committee. 

At the instance of Mr. Barrett, the names of Dr. 
Fleming, Mr. McCall, junr., Professor Dewar and Mr. 
Wallis Hoare were added to the committee. 

Professor MAcCQUEEN thought that if any members 
present of the original Benevolent and Defence Associa- 
tion did not agree with the views expressed in the report, 
they should be allowed the opportunity of expressing 
their opinions. ; 

The CuarRMAN pointed out that the time for this 
had passed inasmuch as the report had been already 
adopted. 

Other names then added to the committee were those 
of Mr. Thomas Lambert (Dublin), Mr. Matthew Hedley, 
Mr. Harry Olver, Mr. James Clarke (Cupar Angus), Mr. 
R. Howard (Thetford), Sir G. T: Brown, and Vet.-Col. 
F. Duck, Director General of the Army Veterinary 
Department. 


EXHIBITS. 


Professor Hoppay exhibited an aged dog (of the 
Schipperke Breed) belonging to Dr. Edward Mozeley, 
L.D.S., which had been fitted with a set of artificial 
teeth. He explained that they were taken out daily t 
be cleaned— a process the dog allowed. They were I& 
placed without any trouble, and the animal ate wit 
them chops or anything he fancied that came in his way; 
with the utmost ease. 

The Professor also showed a small drop bottle by 
which he was enabled to administer graduated doses ° 
anesthetics 01 prussic acid to dogs. By its means 
- could be dropped well at the back of .the animats 
throat. 

Mr. Vittar exhibited a polypus, which was, on the 
preceding day, removed from the passage of a cow. 
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appeared, he said, to be composed of fibrous tissue inas- 
much as it was very hard. The reason for its removal 
was that the cow was rapidly approaching the parturient 
condition, and it was thought necessary to remove it as 
it offered an obstruction. 

Mr. PERRYMAN showed a comminuted fracture of the 
femur of a young cart mare. The animal, he said, had 
only been in London two months when it had a fall in 
the street and was killed owing to injury sustaind. He 
thougkt the specimen was interesting by reason of the 
peculiarity of the skull. There were two enlargements 
of the base. He made sections. They would perceive 
that the disease of the bone did not proceed from the 
teeth. There appeared to be some intrinsic disease of 

Another specimen he exhibited he thought interesting 
on account of its pathological contents. The animal had 
paralysis of the tail, rectum, and bladder, and was un- 
able to pass feces or urine. The horse was kept seven 
or eight weeks and the water drawn daily. They would 

arcieve a bony growth b2tween the third and fourth 
umbar vertebree. 

The CHarRMAN exhibited the brain of a horse, the 
right cerebral hemisphere of which had been very much 
diminished in volume by the persistent growth of a 
tumour. This was interesting in view of the symptoms 
that were shown during life. He explained that he was 
called suddenly one evening to a large cart horse which 
was said to have got down and to be incapable of rising 
again. He learnt that the animal had always been a 
good worker and had had apparently good health. It was 
seen to stagger, and as it walked through the stable the 
staggering became more and more marked. It became 
violent when it reached its own stall, leant with its 
head against the stall for some considerable time, then 
gave a lurch and fell. He found it lying with rigidly 
out-stretched legs, and breathing in a very heavy and 
laboured fashion, and propped back in the stall in a most 
uncomfortable position. tt had a very slow, unbroken 
pulae, about 34 as far as he could remember, but of 
good volume. The respirations wre most irregular, 
aud sometimes there would be two «. three respirations 
within the space of twenty seconds aud then the animal 
ceased breathing for nearly half a minute. As far as he 
could judge there was a loss of sensation over a large 
part of the body, which was most marked, however, 
in the hind limbs and in the dorsal muscles. The 
lips and the nose were perfectly flaccid. The tongue 
hung down without the animal having any power to 
return it to the mouth. The pupils were eM dilated 
and the retina was apparently insensible to light. He 
considered the case was one of apoplexy; although he 
did not know that cases of apoplexy in horses had been 
described, no doubt they did occur. He destined the 
animal for the knacker’s yard. As he turned to leave 
the stable the animal began breathing in a very violent 
and stertorous way, but it only lived half-an-hour. He 
went to the knacker’s yard and extracted the brain, 

amaging it in the process. The case was interesting as 
the tumour must have taken many months at least to 
erm and it showed what an enormous amount of change 
a rain would undergo provided that change took 
plice with sufficient slowness. Sc far as he could learn 

© animal never exhibited any peculiarity whatever. 
m tofessor PENBERTHY submitted a specimen which he 
ought might be of interest. He happened on the 
porous Saturday to come across a case of tuberculosis 
pba horse. The case was characteristic to a great 
the rt as far as the disposition of the lesions went, but 
€sions were extremely numerous through the lungs. 


t was this profuseness of the lesions which made the | 


= of some interest. There was no indication of 
8eneration such as tubercular lesions frequently under- 


lesions not degenerate the bacilli were far more numerous. 
in this case than he had ever seen them before. 

Mr. HuntING, explaining a specimen he submitted, 
said he had never penny diagnosed lameness from 
the enlargement of the lower end of the splint bone that 
was visible in the specimen he exhibited, but Mr. Willis 
had pointed out to him that this condition was always 
accumpanied by a splint an inch and a half or two inches 
from the bottom. They never got the condition of 
the small splint bone raised from the shank bones unless 
they got the splint higher up. It was impossible to 
understand how the enlargement at the end of the bone 
should cause any lameness at all. 

Colonel KerrLe: What about the lameness in that 
particular case. 

Mr. Huntine: There was no lameness. 

Professor MACQUEEN, in moving a vote of thanks to 
the exhibitors of specimens, said that the dug which had 
been shewn had not lost all its own teeth apparently. 
The dog carried with it a fang and also a molar. He 
did not see the same necessity to provide a dog with 
artificial teeth as the human subject, and so long as the 
fangs remained and food was given a dog in small 
quantities he thought the animal might well do its work. 
He had frequently felt an enlargement of the inferior ends 
of the splint bones, but he had not yet come across a 
case in which a horse had been palpably lame from en- 
larged inferior end of the splint bone. 

Colonel KETTLE seconded the motion which was 
adopted nem. con. 

On the motion of Colonel Kettle a vote of thanks 
was accorded the chairman, with which the proceedings 
terminated. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 247th ordinary meeting was held in the New 
Theatre of the College on Friday, January 14th, at 6.30 
p-m., Mr. R. W. Carless in the chair. There were pre- 
sent Professor Hobday (president), Mr. C. W. M. Park, 
M.R.C.V.S., (visitor), Mr. W. J. Browning, M.R.C.V.S., 
Mr. R. W. Hall, M.R.C.V.S., (hon. sec.), and forty-three 
members. 

_ minutes of the last meeting having been taken as 
read, 

Mr. H. A. WoopruFFE was elected to fill the vacancy 
in the Council occasioned by the recent graduation of 
Mr. H. Kitchin. 

Mr. E. J. Goopa.t then showed a calculus found dur- 
ing exploration of the rectum of a horse, it was of a 
duck’s egg, scmewhat spherical in shape, and when 
shaken a rattling noise was producing, owing to the 
presence of loose particles in its interior. 

Mr. R. W. Carvess showed an interesting specimen of 
portions of the trachea and bronchi of the dog, in which 
several adventitious growths more or less occluded the 
bronchi. During life the animal showed persistent and 
unaccountable paroxsyms of coughing, ‘which were not 
amenable to treatment. 

Mr. H. A. Wooprurre read an essay on “ Tubercu- 
losis,” treating the somewhat difficult subject from a 
public health point of view, in a most efficient manner, 
and held the attention of his audience throughout the 
meeting. 

The usual votes of thanks brought the meeting toa 
close. 


The 248th ordinary meeting of the Association was 
held on Friday, January 21st at 6.30 pm. Mr. H. 


_Thackery occupied the chair. There were present Mr. H. 


witht Perhaps the more numerous lesions only existed | 
the last two months of the animal's life. 


Kitchin, M.R.C.V.S. (visitor), Mr. R.W. Hall, M.R.C.V.S, 
(hon. sec.) and 45 members. : 

Mr. E. T. Goopact introduced two very interesting 
morbid specimens, shown by the courtesy of J. Gillespie, 
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Esq.. M.R.C.V.S., of Doncaster. They were two hock 
joints, showing an enormous development of bone 
around the heads of the metatarsal bones, and extending 
upwards, around and between the lower layers of tarsal 
bones, producing complete anchylosis of the joints be- 
tween them. The specimens were obtained from different 
horses, living under similar conditions in the same stable, 
but - satisfactory cause of the exostosis could be ascer- 
tained. 

Mr. R. L. GREEN read a carefully prepared essay on 
“ Pathological Shoeing.” 

Mr. H. A. Wooprurr was next called upon to defend 
his essay on “ Tuberculosis,” read at the last meeting of 
the Association, and Mr. E. Peacey opened the discussion 
in which Messrs. Hall, Peacey, Parsons and Radway took 

art. 
, The usual votes of thanks terminated the proceedings. 
C. Rapway (Assist. Sec). 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


FOALING MARES. 


The prize essay by Mr. William Pallin, F.R.C.V.S., 
Athgarvan Lodge Stud, Curragh, . Kildare, on “ The 
Treatment of Brood Mares and Foals and the care and 
feeding of Young Stock,” has been published by the 
Royal Dublin Society, and, as might be expected from 
the qualifications and experience of the author, contains 
many valuable hints. We give an extract on Foaling 
Mares, and would advise readers to obtain the pam- 

hlet :— 

' Having selected the mare and the sire, the next thing 
to consider is the best age and time to commence to 
breed from a mare. I have had much experience in 
breeding from two-year-olds. In thoroughbreds it is 
certainly not advisable, as it tends to retard the future 
growth of the animal, while the produce is generally 
small, and not unfrequently debilitated or weak. It is 
quite true that occasionally a fair horse has been pro- 
t mana from a mare so young, but, taking it generally, I 
am convinced it is not wise. With half-br2ds it is 
somewhat different, and each year | have a number of 
two-year-old mares come to my stud, and many farmers 
think it helps to go considerably towards the year’s keep 
of the young mare if she produces a foal. There are, 
however, only certain conditions under which [I would 
recommend it, and this is when a filly has plenty of size 
and is well developed and forward ; if she is the least 
weedy or wanting in physique, it will tend to keep her so. 
It isa fact, however, that if fillies breed one year and 
then are allowed to stop, they pull up in the following 
year or two in growth, making up for the temporary 
stoppage whilst carrying their foal, ae at the same time 
it puts back an animal for a year, as it were, and in the 
end it is a question if there is any actual financial bene- 
tit. It is a generally accented fact that three-year-old 
fillies are more difficult to get in foal than two-year-olds, 
but I fail to see why it should beso, unless from the fact 
that in many cases, being unhandled, they are more 
powerful and more likely to resist being hobbled if sud- 
denly let to a horse. When, however, they are properly 
broken and handled, I have seldom found any difficulty, 
and in half-breds it appears to be the proper time for a 
mare to commence her stud life. There are usually two 
extremes, men who breed from mares too young, and the 
others who breed from them too old, after they are use- 
less for anything else—worn out and expended with 
work and hardship—-and as I have often heard it said, 
“They are good enough to take a foal from when other 
uses fail,” and then breeders are disappointed at not be- 
ing successful. 


One of the most common errors made with young 
mares is forcing the horse on them at a time they are 
not fully in season or even when they may be, but are of 
a nervous temperament. I have seen mares quite 
— by this treatment, while mares covered under 
those unfavourable circumstances are very apt not to get 
in foal either from fright or temper ; therefore a young 
mare requires to be carefully handled, and made used to 
the horse by being as much as possible brought in con. 
tact with him beforehand. Older and broken mares are 
different ; but I cannot impress too much on breeders 
the mistakes that are made in covering mares not in u 
and to this cause may be traced more than half the 
mares which miss, for which too often the horse gets the 
credit of being unfruitful, and thereby is seriously in- 
jured in the estimation of the public. The over-anxious 
stallion owner or stud groom, who fears, unless the ser- 
vice is booked, the fee is unsafe, seeing the owner may 
change his mind, is too often at the bottom of this 
trouble. When the parents are in perfect health, and 
the proper period of cestrum is on, and a proper connec 
tion takes place, there should be little difficulty in a 
successful issue. There are differences as to the fruitful- 
ness in both stallions and mares, which in the former 
may arise from ill-use or bad management, or from hav- 
ing too many mares or too many services in a short time, 
while of course age plays a most important part in the 
horse’s power of reproduction. 

There are many causes of sterility in the mare, and 
many of them seem only to breed every second year, 
whilst others breed consistently for seven or eight years 
and then stop. and it occasionally happens that mares 
that have stopped for a couple of years are somewhat 
ditficult to get to breed again, probably arising from 
changes in the uterus or its appendages. 

The ordinary half-bred mare requires little more than 
good care before foaling and some mashes if in the stable, 
avoiding strains or heavy loads, and always having 
plenty of water within her reach. Mares rvally do 
better on grass than in the stable, but when near foaling 
it is advisable to take them in at night so that they may 
be watched ; young mares especially during their first or 
second foaling, often require assistance. The symptoms 
of approaching foaling vary considerably, and seldom do 
two mares show the same signs ; as a general rule, how- 
ever, the first indication is the waxing of the teats, 
which may occur two or three days before, more gener- 
ally twenty-four hours. The udder itself becomes full 
and hard, and not unfrequently the springing extends in 
front along theabdomen. The position of the foal alters 
and the abdomen becomes more pendant, the points of 
the hips fall, while the ischia or prominence under the 
tail becomes more so, and the bearing itself is elongated 
and ready for the passage of the.foal. As the time ap- 
proaches for parturition the mare looks anxious, walks 
round the box, and wax usually drops off the teats and 
gives way to milk ; the mare looks round at her flanks 
repeatedly, gets up and lies down with care, breaks out 
into a perspiration, and ultimately lies down when 
labour comes on, and in the ordinary course the foal is 
born in about ten to fifteen minutes. It occasionally 
happens that mares foal standing up, but there is always 
great risk of the foal being injured in the fall, and more 
than once [ have had foals killed in this way. ; 

Mares are most anxious to foal alone, and for this 
reason as few people as possible should be about them. 
If they foal naturally, without help, so much the better, 
but if there is any difficulty, which often occurs from 
the presentation not being perfect, then assistance 
needed. It must be most carefully given, and fore 
should be avoided, first seeing that the two fore-legs are 
straight and equal in the passage, and the head coming 
between them. When once ined and elbows have 
passed through the pelvis the remainder of the body 
usually comes quickly of its own accord. The foal being 
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born, remove the envelope which covers the head, and joint evil, which is very fatal in foals, to unclean hand- 
free the mouth and nostrils, and respiration commences | ling cf the umbilical cord by attendants. Clean straw 
young gradually. The umbilical cord which connects the foal | should be used, and plenty of it under the foal, in a good 
ny om to the mother should be tied, and then cut about 2 in. | roomy box, so that the foal, when strorg enough, can 
t are of from the belly of the foal ; in nature it is usually broken | walk about and take a little natural exercise before bein 
} quite as the foal is expelled, but when this does not occur and, | let out. Sometimes the mare has an excess of milk, an 
under as frequently happens, the mare jumps up too quickly, | the foal, being unable to take it all away, the udder be- 
to get the sudden pull on the cord drags it out of om and | comes gorged and hard, in which case the mare should be 
a hernia (a rupture) of the umbilicus results. 1 therefore | milked twice or thrice a day until the foal is able to con- 
ised to recommend tying with carbolised ligature and cutting, | sume ail that is secreted. 
= whieh when properly done there should never be an en- The usual time to send a mare for service after foaling 
wen ane larged navel. The mare herself will sometimes turn | is the ninth day ; this, however, varies, and there are 
reeders round and lick the cord till it is severed, and this, no | some mares, in fact families of mares, which come in use 
tw doubt, is the natural way ; but thoroughbred mares are on the eithth, while others go on till the tenth or 
ulf the usually too irritable to do this. After foaling the mare eleventh day. I am of the opinion that a good many of 
ets the should be allowed to lie until she gets up herself, the | those changes are really due to climatic influences. 
sly_in- foal being taken round to her head, when she will com- | From a carefully kept record of my stud, extending over 
“wagon mence to lick it. This not only dries the foal, but brings | several years, I seldom find the period the same. In the 
he ser- about the circulation in the skin. As the foal gets season of 1892 nearly half the mares came round on the 
er may stronger, and his respiration perfected, he struggles to tenth or eleventh day, and I found more than the average 
of this rise, and as long as he does not get against the wall or in| number of mares barren that year. In ordinary cases 
th, and a dangerous position, the struggling should not be inter- we take it that the proper day to send a mare is the 
cg gf fered with, as it is the means by which the lungs are | ninth after she foals—if she is not in good use the horse 
ty ma expanded and the muscles brought into use. ‘the foal | should not be forced upon her simply because it is the 
ruitful- | should not be lifted on to his legs until he is able him- | ninth day. The season may be passsing off or it may be 
former self to stand, and one of the most frequent mistakes coming on—if the former, the mare will run to her 
m hav- made is forcing a foal to suck before it is able. A foal | twenty-first day after fouling. Many mares never get 
rt time, is well able to wait for an hour or so after its birth ; | in foal till their twenty-first day, and it is such mares, 
in the until it has found strength to stand, it may be supported | through being forced on the ninth day, that too often 
beside the mare and its head directed, but in_ no case | prove barren, as their periods become wrong. A second 
re, and should it be forced. A little milk sometimes drawn in | trial on the fifteenth day 1 do not consider of much im- 
d year, the hand, when the nose is close to the udder will often | portance, as not unfrequently, with mares in milk, it 1s 
it years induce the foal to suck, but it is always important that | the continuance of the ninth day season, which has not 
— the foal should get the first milk itself. Young mares | passed off. | 
newhat often have small teats, which makes it difficult for the; There isno doubt that the most important day is the 
§ from foal to get hold of, and some mares are so irritable or | twenty-first day after foaling, not only as a trial day but 
vicious that they will not allow the foal to suck at all.! asa service day. Regular breedin mares, in full health 
re than Those should be held or tied up, and the foal carefully | if served on the ninth day may considered in foal 
stable, ided to the udder, it being sometimes necessary to | when they successfully pass the twenty-first day. In deli- 
having hold up the mare’s fore-foot, or even put on a twitch | cate mares, or those having a severe or difficult foaling, 
ally do until the foal has confidence, and the mare allows it to | the twenty-first day really seems to be the proper one, 
foaling suck freely. as the generative organs have had time to recover tone, 
by may The treatment after foaling, suj posing all to have | and if there has been any abrasion of the mucous mem- 
first or ne on well, is to give the mare a uice warm mash of | brane of the parts they have opportunity to become heal- 
aptoms on or a warm drink, but avoid flour drinks, which are | ed and restored. ; 
Jom do sometimes given. The afterbirth usually comes away in| Mares which are not stinted when served on the ninth 
e, how- half an hour to a couple of hours, but if mares foal be- | day usually come well in season on the twenty-first day, 
_ teats, fore their time, it is slower to become detached ; but it | and stand to their service. There is much importance to 
ara should not be forced or pulled away, as is frequently | be placed on trying young mares on their twenty-fifth 
res ful done, unless it remains too long, and then it should be | day, and mares which remain at the stud here are usually 
ends a taken away by some competent person or a veterinary | tried at that date. The thirty-first day may be looked upon 
l ye surgeon who understands its removal and after treat- | as the next important day on which mares should always 
ints 0 ment. I have seen many mares lost through this, either | be tried. It is a strong indication if the mare passes the 
- - from septicemia (blood poisoning) or inflammation of | thirty-first day that she is in foal, but the trial should 
ngat the uterus. If the foal’s bowels have not acted within again take place on the forty-second day. If a mare 
me ike an hour after birth, it is well to remove the contents of passes this successfully she may be considered safe in 
walks the rectum, which can be done with the finger, on which | foal. Many mares break at sixty days, but in such 
ts a a little oil or vaseline is smeared. The mare should be cases the service has probably been cast at her first ser- 
flan : kept in for at least three days after foaling (unless, of | yice.— Live Stock Journal. 
etout if the grass is wet, as the foal lies down an 
fone catches cold, a it not unfrequentl happens that mares, “CAUSING” CRUELTY. 
<e , When let out with a young foal, will gallop about a great _ 
- ant deal until the foal ‘is heated, when it lies down with A Ver’s RELPONSIBILITY. 

and exhaustion, and On Monday, Jan. 17, at Cardiff Police Court the sti- 
t them. Lastly, it ion wi i i is most | ment in the case of Inspector Benford, of the Roya 
better, to foal Society for the Preveation of Cruelty to Animals v. 
rs from should be clean and pure, and the foaling box well away | Hugh Sims, a local veterinary surgeon, the latter of 
ynce Is from drains or manure heaps The mare herself, as well | whom was charged under 11 and 12 Vict. Cap. 92, Sec- 
] force as the foal, is more susceptible at this time to absorb | tion 2—the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act—with 
egs are impurities into the system, and septicemia, or blood- | illtreating a horse by causing it to be worked while in an 
coming polsoning, follows rapidly "The attendant should have | unfit state on the 13th of December last. It will be 
8 — oroughly clean hands. I have traced many cases of | remembered,that early in the year 1897 Alfred Hunt, a coal 
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dealer in Eldon Road, consulted defendant with refer- 
ence to the lameness of a bay mare, and advised that she 
should be turned out to grass for the summer. Accord- 
ingly she was turned out, and remained at grass until 
November last. On the 18th of November, at the request 
of Hunt, defendant again examined the mare, and then 
gave Hunt a written certificate to the effect that the 
mare was renewing her hoof on the near fore foot, but, 
nevertheless, was free from pain, and quite fit for work. 
Having obtained the certificate Hunt caused the mare 
to be worked, and she continued working (the lameness 
continuing) until December 13, when Benford saw her in 
Eldon Street drawing a load of 34cwt. The near fore 
foot was deformed and extensively diseased, and she was 
in great pain. On the following day the mare was ex- 
amined by two veterinary surgeons, Messrs. Evans and 
Perry, according to whose evidence the cause of the 
lameness was inflammation of long standing, and in 
their opinion even light work caused great pain and 
would have caused such pain on the 18th of November. 
Defendant, in an interview with Benford on the 19th of 
December, said, “The mare is suffering from navicular 
disease, and is growing a new hoof. She is better at 
work than standing in the stable or turned out to grass. 
She is in the same condition now as when I gave the 
certificate in November. She is working under my 
directions, and I accept full responsibility.” The solici- 
tors in the case were Mr. George David (George David 
and Evans) for the Society, and Mr. T. H. Belcher for 
defendant. 

The Stipendiary, before delivering judgment, said 
he understood that, whichever way his decision went, 
the case would be taken to the Court of Queen’s 
sr and he agreed that that was the proper course 
to take. 

Mr. David: Inspector Benford has taken instructions 
from his office, and they desire to see the judgment before 
coming to any decision. 

The Stipendiary : It will facilitate matters if I now 
state the facts and the evidence upon the facts, and also 
express my opinion upon the question of law. Having 
renewed the evidence, as above given, the Stipendiary 
said :—On the above facts, I find that working the mzre 
on the 13th of December was an act of cruelty—that the 
act of cruelty was perpetrated by the driver, caused to 
be perpetrated by the owner ; that the animal’s suffering 
would have been manifest to the most casual observer, 
and was knowingly perpetrated and knowingly caused to 
be be perpetrated—also that the defendant counselled 
the owner to cause the act of cruelty to be perpetrated. 
The question of law for the determination of the court 
is whether, on the facts and the findings of facts, there is 
established against the defendant the offence wherewith 
he is charged, viz-, of causing the act of cruelty. If the 
facts do not establish the particular offence in the sum- 
mons, although establishing a similar, even yraver, 
offence, this summons must be dismissed. The defendant 
is charged with a criminal offence punishable with three 
months’ hard labour, and the statute under which he is 
charged must, therefore, be strictly construed. Hence 
the strict meaning of the word “ causing” must be ascer- 
tained ; “ causing” is the exercise or operation of some 
power which produces an effect. In this case, it appears 
to me, that the act of crmelty—the effect—was produced 
by the exercise of the power or authority of the owner of 
the mare upon the driver in sending him to work the 
mare, and so inflicting the cruelty. There was no privity 
or communication between defendant and the driver ; 

defendant exercised no direct power, influence, or 
authority over the driver. Therefore, it appears to me 
the advice or opinion of the defendant—he had no 
authority to direct—to the driver, cannot properly be 
termed the cause of the act of the driver. But assuming 
that I misapprehend the full and correct meaning of the 


word “causing,” and that the advice of the defendant 
caused the driver to inflict the cruelty—still the owner 
was not bound to accept the advice. The advice was not 
a causa sine qua non. But, again, even if the driver 
were bound to accept defendant’s advice the statute does 
not render amenable the cause of the cause of the inflic- 
tion of pain, and the law has regard to proximate not 
remote causes. The scope of the statute must not be 
extended to remote causes. If it could be so extended 
the instructor of the veterinary surgeon, who advised an 
owner, who caused a driver to inflict cruelty might be 
made amenable—a novel principle which, if applied to 
the medical and legal professions would produce start- 
ling results! 1am of opinion that defendant’s certificate 
or advice to the owner—even if it can with propriety be 
designated a cause of the cruelty—is too remote a cause to 
render him liable for the offence as charged under the 
Statute. Mr. David, in his very able argument, contends 
that if defendant be not liable the law can be evaded and 
justice defeated—an opinion in which I entirely concur, 
and Ido not now decide that defendant has not com- 
mitted an offence, but that he has not committed the 
offence wherewith he is charged. I think that had de- 
fendant been charged under Section 5 of the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 11 and 12 Vict., Cap. 43, with know- 
ingly counselling the owner to cause an offence to be 
committed, the evidence might have supported a conviec- 
tion. Iam also of opinion that the cruelty having been 
so palpable, gross, and wilful, the owner and driver—in 
spite of the vet-rinary certificate—might have been con- 
victed respectively of causing and perpetrating the act 
of cruelty. Guilty knowledge is an essential ingredient 
in the offence of cruelty to animals. Guilty knowledge 
can beascertained only by inference from circumstances. 
Owners and drivers perpetrating cruelty with guilty 
knowledge cannot shelter themselves behind veterinary 
certificates. Veterinary surgeons also knowingly coun- 
selling acts of cruelty are amenable, if charged under the 
above-mentioned section of the Summary Jurisdiction 
Act. For the foregoing reasons this summons is dis- 
missed.— Cardiff Evening Exyress. 


The R.S.P.C.A. Pay Costs. 


| 

| The adjourned summons against Mr. William George 
'Sheather, manager of the Omnibus Company, for ill- 
| treating two mares by driving them when in a state that 
/any movement would cause them intense pain, came be- 
fore the Borough Magistrates on Wednesday. A com- 
munication was received from the R.S.P.C.A. stating 
that they had decided to withdraw the case, and Mr. 
Colam, their counsel, said that after an interview that 
had taken place they could not ask the Bench to convict. 
—The Bench allowed the case to be withdrawn and 
granted £9 18s. costs, including five guineas solicitors 
fees, stating that they felt when the Society took up @ 
prosecution they should make certain of the facts— 
Sussex Daily News. 


A University Examiner. 


The Edinburgh University Court met on Monday _ 
inst. It wasagreed to appoint Lord Stormonth-Dariing, 
Sir William Turner, and Dr. Heron Watson as the Courts 
representatives on the joint-Committee of the Scottis 
Universities to consider the question of acquiring pe 

and disciplinary powers over graduates guilty 0 ¢ 
‘criminal or other offence. Mr. R. Rutherford, F.R.C.V'. 
Edinburgh, was appointed additional examiner 10 — 
nary hygiene. Dr. Alex. Gordon Miller, Edinburg 
was appointed an additional examiner in clinical surgety 
for a period of two years from Ist. inst. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette Jan. 21st, 1898. 

Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel J.C. Berne is placed on retired 
pay. Dated 18th January, 1898. 

Vet-Major G. Durrant to be Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel vice 
J.C. Berne. Dated 18th January, 1898. 

J. A. B. McGowan, gent., to be Vet.-Lieut. in succession 
to Vgt.-Major G. Durrant. Dated 22nd, Jan., 1898. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel G. Durrant has been posted to 
London for duty at the War Office on promotion. 

Vet.-Lieut. E. Wilkinson arrived from India on 22nd 
inst., on completion of tour of foreign service. 

Vet.-Lieut. W. S. Anthony arrived 22nd inst. on six 
months’ sick leave of absence from India. 


Vet.-Capt. H. J. Pease, Principal of the Lahore Veter- 
inary College, has re-established the Urdu Veterinary 
College Journal. Vet.-Capt. Pease, when a professor at 
the College some years ago, founded a quarterly journal 
which was much appreciated by the veterinary assist- 
ants, as it was the only means they had of getting infor- 
mation on subjects connected with their work. Subse- 
quently Vet.-Capt. Pease was transferred to Poona, and 
although the Journal was “a going concern” and paying 
its way, it was allowed to — The articles in the 
revived Journal are very useful, carefully written and 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RE “HALIFAX DOCKING CASE.” 
ir, 

The very kindly suggestion of Mr. Woods in your last 
issue, and the association of my name with those of the 
several distinguished gentlemen in whose company I was 

rivileged to appear for Mr. Appleyard, lead me to hope 

shall not be considered pen 2 or presumptuous in 
declining for myself the course suggested. And, inas- 
much as I appear to have unconsciously given offence to 
some of those gentlemen who, with great disinterested- 
ness, give a considerable part of their time to the ad- 
ministration of the National Benevolent and Defence 
Association, and who now assure me of their desire to 
help such important professional cases as that under 
notice, may I, through your columns, express my thorough 
concurrence in the wisdom and liberality of such a course 
and offer the olive branch by making over to the Fund 
mentioned any interest in the sum subscribed as may 
possibly be allotted to me. 

he appeal in favour of Mr. Appleyard convinced me, 
and [ have no doubt many others, that this case was not 
that of a private individual guilty of some negligence or 
irregularity, but of a member of the profession who, for 
performing an operation of whose necessity he was con- 
vinced, had been attacked by an enormously powerful 
and wealthy public body. The moment he was convicted 
anyone of us might find himself in the same position. It 
therefore became a matter of professional spirit to assist 

im by every means in our power. 

n this view of the case I do not even feel called upon 
to discuss the question of docking sui generis. I take 
rad stand on the broad basis that docking is not. in- 
satly necessary, that the professional man is best 

_ to settle this point, that he is an honourable man 
~ not the petty huckster, ready to suborn himself for 
& Tee, suggested by the prosecution, and therefore that 
Prosecutions such as that directed at Mr. Appleyard are 


The case was fought in the interest of the whole pro- 
fession, and I believe I express the general feeling of all 
the witnesses when | say that they came not with the 
expectation of thanks or return, but in defence of our 
collective rights, and with the hope that those who 
remembered and assisted a distressed brother might 
also find help in the day of their necessity.— Yours faith- 


fully, 
Jno. A. W. 
56 New Bond Street. 
January 25th. 
‘[s it a fact that all the witnesses have had no fee and 
some no travelling expenses. ‘Che position has not yet been 
stated officially.—Ep. } 


Sir, 

As one of the subscribers [ quite agree with Mr. Harry 
Olver that the veterinary surgeons in the case should 
most certainly be paid their expenses in full out of the 
funds left, and if that is not sufticient I have no doubt 
more can soon be got for the purpose. The thanks of the 
whole profession are also due to those gentlemen for the 
trouble and assistance in the case.—Yours faithfully, 

FRrEDK. G. SAMson, 

Mitcham, Jan. 25th. 

UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT? 
Dear Sir, 

Like many more men in the profession it is a very un- 
usual thing for me to write to our periodicals. I won’t 
discuss the reason ; but now, you see, I am a scribe, but 
possibly even though this is so I may not see this letter 
in The Veterinary Record. Ihave been talking with a 
youthful V.S. and he has been giving us an amusing 
half hour in describing the awful sin of adding a forge 
or alivery business to that of veterinary practice. We 
were not all so verdant as this particular newly-fledged, 
but still many of us, at Ais age, thought somewhat as he 
thinks. But as we see more of life and the profession of 
veterinary medicine, our ideas change. We then see that 
only a few of the successful ones are able to make sutti- 
cient out of legitimate veterinary work to enable them to 
properly support themselves and families. It is not be- 
cause we have any particular love for livery businesses. 
that we add this or something else, it is because there 
are so many to eat the veterinary loaf, and with cycles 
and quack medicines to compete with, we find that we 
absolutely must add something, otherwise we are unable 
to pay the boarding school quarterly account of our big 
boy, and sundry other expenses. I suppose most people 
have built fairy castles, but as we get older we simmer 
down, and by hard knocks we find that, generally speak- 
ing, the veterinary profession now-a-days, to say the 
least, does not yield so good a return financially as it did 
25 years ago.— Yours faithfully, 

RONTGEN Rays. 


In Memory or THE PROMULGATOR OF MODERN 
VETERINARY SANITARY SCIENCE IN THIS CoUNTRY— 
THE LATE Pror. JOHN GAMGEE. 

Sir, 


I noticed with the greatest of pleasure in a recent 
issue of your journal a letter signed by three representa- 
tive men of the profession sugyesting “that Professor 
Sir George T. Brown, C.B., should be entertained toa 
complimentary dinner” by the “members of the veteri- 
nary profession, in order to mark their appreciation of 
the honour recently conferred upon him by Her Majesty, 
and in recognition of the great services which he has 
rendered to the cause of veterinary science.” While I 
approve of the course to be taken I think i5 also our 
duty to recognise the efforts of the late learned Professor 
John Gamgee, who, at the time (1857) fruitlessly urged 


tyrannical and uncalled for. 


upon this country the necessity of preventing and stamp- 
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corrected, and deal with surgery and medicine, treat- 
ment, horse breeding, records of cases and their treat- 
ment, hints to veterinary assistants, ete.—A. Gazette. 
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ing out contagious diseases of animals. He was the 
originator of the ideas that have of late years been put 
into practice by Sir George T. Brown. 

By founding a scholarship in veterinary sanitary science 
it will assist the advancement of this branch of know- 
ledge and at the same time perpetuate the name of one 
to whom honour is due. Although only a young member 
of the profession I would most gratefully give my mite. 

Perhaps, sir, you may be willing to receive subscrip- 
tions in aid of this idea. Do not let it be said in this 
instance that “the good of great men dies with 
them.”—Yours faithfully, 

Henry Gray. 


{Too late! Gamgee was in advance of his time and 
suffered accordingly. He knew an ignorant profession, an 
incapable department and an ungrateful country. —Eb.} 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
C.Cunningham; J.A.Todd, J.Webb, F.C. Robertson, 
A.L. Farrant, J, A.W. Dollar, F.G.Samson, G. Mayall, 
Moir and Perry. ‘‘ Rontgen Rays,” ‘* Some Protection.” 

‘* Preliminary Note on Rinderpest” (India), The Stock 
Keeper, Evening Express (Cardiff). 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly netified by the Secretaries 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres Major Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Vety.-Lieut. F. 8. H. Baldrey, m.n.c.v.s. A.v.p. 
N. D. Dhakmarvala, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
S.N.R Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: V. E. Vakharia, Esq., G.B.v.c, 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.c.v.s., 
Bowness-on- Windermere 
Hon. See. & Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, m.x.c.v.s.. Aspatria. 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Caucutts V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, M.R.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 
Centrat V M.S. 
Pres. Mr. John A. W. Dollar, M.x.c.v.s. 
56 New Bond Street, W. 
Hon. Sec. Mv F.C. Mahon, m.r.c.v.s., 
93 Huddleston-rd. Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Crnrtau V,A. oF IRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. D. Fulton, m.r.c.v.s., Mullingar. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. Watson, m.r.c.v.s., Dublin 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Howard, F.n.c.v.s., Thetford. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. R. G. Anderson. 
Ver. Men. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert. v.n.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 


LancasHtre V.M.A,. 
Pres: Mr. John McKinna, v.r.c.v.s., Huddersfield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry Locke, .k.¢.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford Street., Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 
LincotnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. Howse, m.r.c.v.s., Lincoln 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. A. Robiuson, m.n.c.v.s., Peterboro’ 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W.S. Carless, m.R.c.v.s., Worcester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.sS., 
‘ Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., & May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November 


Natrona, VET. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. A. W. Mason, F.R.c.v.s., 
Grafton House, North-st., Leeds 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, Fr.n.c.v.s., 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London. 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & 
DEFENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, F.R.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpool 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.R.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


New Sourn Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. John Stewart, H. AND A.s. 
Vice: Mr. John Pottie, u. and a.s. 
Hon. Sec. d& Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, M.R.c.v.s. 


Norru or V.M.A,. 
Pres: Mr. G. Elphick, m.n.c.v.s., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Dalgleish, M.R.c.v.s, 
St. Thomas’ Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
or V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Wm. Anderson. m.R.c.v.s., Craigisla, Keith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. William McPherson, m.R.c.v.s., Huntly 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L. Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. W. Lepper, m.n.c.v.s., Aylesbury 
Hon. See: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.R.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Kensington, W. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royau Scorriso V,.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royan VETERINARY CoLLEGE M.A. 


| Pres: Prof. Liobday. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. K. W. Hall, M.r.c.v.s. 


| Assist. H.S. Mr. C. Radway, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W. 


Scorrish Merroponitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. John Cameron, m.R.c.v.s., Berwick-on-T weed 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, .n.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


Sovutn DurHam anp NortH YorkKsHirE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. H. H. Roberts, m.n.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHERN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. T. King, m.n.c.v.s, Bournemouth, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.r.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


SourH Waxes anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. L. Perry, m.n.c.v.s., Cardiff 
Hon Sec. Mr. D. G. Davies, .r.c.v.s., High-st, Swansea 
Treas. Mr, E. Sayer, m.x.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Meetings First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


WEsTERN Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Wm. Penhale, u.x.c.v.s., Holsworthy, Devon 


Hon. Sec: Mr. John Dunstan, m.R.c.v.s., 
St. Mellion, Cornwall 


Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety, Coll. Glasgow. 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. Hugh Begg,'m.n.c.v.s., East Kilbride 


YorkKsHIRE V.M.A. 


Pres Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, m.n.c.v.s., 
Brunswick Terrace, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. A. McCarmick, m.x.¢.v.s., Kirkstall-rd, Leeds 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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